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Throughout a large part of Australia, particularly in the Australian
Centre, the North, and the West, the aborigines hold that ^as
the commerce of the human sexes is not necessary to the birth of
production  of children;   indeed many of them go further c
and deny that sexual intercourse  is the real cause of the
propagation of the species.    Among the Arunta,   Kaitish,
Luritcha,   Ilpirra  and   other   tribes,  who roam  the barren
steppes of Central Australia, it appears to be a universal
article of belief that every person is the reincarnation of a
deceased ancestor, and that the souls of the dead pass directly Reincar-
into the wombs of women, who give them birth without the ^^f
need of commerce with the other sex.    They think that the in Central
spirits of the departed gather and dwell at particular spots, Australia-
marked by a natural feature such as a rock or a tree, and
that from these lurking-places they dart out and enter the
bodies of passing women  or girls.    When a woman feels
her womb quickened, she knows that a spirit has made its
way into her from the nearest abode of the  dead.      This
is their regular explanation   of conception  and childbirth.
" The natives, one and all in these tribes, believe that the
child is the direct result of the entrance into the mother of
an ancestral spirit individual.    They have no idea of pro-
creation as being   associated with  sexual  intercourse, and
firmly believe that children can be born without this taking
place."l    The spots where the souls thus congregate wait-
Totemism and Exogamy',   ii.  89 sqq.      whether even a prolonged investigation
As   to   this   Melanesian   belief   that     of this point could now elicit the ori-
animals can enter into women and be     ginal belief of the people about the
born from them  as  human   children     nature of the influence."     To me it
with animal characteristics, Dr. Rivers     seems that the belief described by Dr.
observes (p. 174): "It was clear that     Rivers in the text is incompatible with
this belief was not accompanied by any     the recognition of human fatherhood as
ignorance of the physical rdle of the     a necessary condition for the birth of
human   father,   and   that   the  father     children, and that though the people
played the same part in conception as     may   now   recognize   that   necessity,
in cases of birth unaccompanied by an      perhaps as a result of intercourse with
animal appearance.    We found it im-      Europeans, they certainly cannot have
possible to get definitely the belief as      recognized  it  at  the  time when the
to the nature of the influence exerted     belief in question originated.
by the animal on the woman, but it         * Baldwin Spencer and F. J. Gillen,
must be remembered that any belief of     Northern Tribes of Central Australia
this kind can hardly have escaped the      (London, 1904), p.  330, compare id.
many years of European influence and      ibid,  pp.  xi,   145,  147-151,   155 sg.9
Christian teaching which the people of      161  sq.>   169  j^.,   173 sg.,   174-176,
this group have received.   It is doubtful      606 ;   id.,   Native  Tribes   of Central